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Barrington Preservation 
Society Museum  
Lower Level, Public Library

Hours 
Wednesdays, Thursdays  

& Saturdays 

11:00 – 4:00 or by 

appointment

Phone 
(401) 289-0802

Barrington Preservation Society www.barrpreservation.org

“In a place called Nockum...”
a forum on the early history of Swansea, Barrington and Warren



Barrington Preservation Society www.barrpreservation.org

DISCOVER • PRESERVE • RESTORE 

Save the Dates! 
Saturday, September 28
Nockum Hill Forum
10:00 am  - 12:00 
Barrington Congregational Church

Saturday, October 5
125th Anniversary of Barrington Town Hall
12:00 – 2:00 pm

Tuesday, November 6
Decorative Arts Curator Elizabeth Williams 
on the RISD silver collection 
7:00 pm 
Peck Library Auditorium

Sunday, November 10
Barrington Manufacturing Exhibit opening
2:00 – 4:00 pm
BPS Museum

Wednesday, November 21
Former RISD Costume Curator  
Madelyn Shaw talks about lace
7:00 pm
Peck Library Auditorium

Friday, December 13
Jazz Concert
7:30 pm 
Barrington Congregational Church 
BPS Members free, Non-members $5

Sunday, December 15
Lace Identification Day with  
Madelyn Shaw
BPS Museum

Sunday, January 12
Annual Meeting
12:00
location to be announced

The BPS is now accepting nominations for the Elizabeth Sargent Warren 

Historic Preservation Award, to be given to an individual or business for 

outstanding work in maintaining or preserving the historic character of 

a property or landscape, or for an exceptional effort in advocating for 

preservation or historic or community pride in the town of Barrington.  

Anyone wishing to make a nomination for the award should contact  

Jane Scola at 245-1818. Nominations should be received by November 1.   

The award will be presented at the BPS  Annual Luncheon Meeting in 

January, 2014.

Barrington Town Hall Celebrates 125th anniversary 
on Fall Harvest Day on Saturday, October 5, 2013 
12 - 2 pm Barrington Town Hall

Join BPS and celebrate our remarkable town hall constructed in 1888. BPS has 

duplicated the original first and second floor plans accommodating the high school, 

the library, town offices and a town council meeting room. The police department 

and a jail cell were housed in the basement. More recently, the town has used the 

basement and jail cell for office space and storage but is re-opening the jail cell to 

the public for the celebration. As well as the floor plans, BPS has created a time line 

tracing how an historic building evolves with the changing times and is developing 

a scavenger hunt for exploring Town Hall. BPS will be in front of Town Hall selling 

notecards with historic Barrington photographs, beach towels, and books relating to 

local history.  The museum will also be open. Free and open to the public.

 

Barrington Town Hall 
Celebrates 125th anniversary

L to R: Town Hall, ca. 1888,  
wrting on wall in jail cell, jail cell
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Barrington 
Manufacturing 
exhibit 

m
useum

 new
s

“Barrington’s Industrial Past” will open on November 10th. The exhibition will focus on 

those companies which have shaped Barrington historically and culturally: The Barrington 

Brick Works (1861-1940), Rhode Island Lace Works (1903-1990), and O’Bannon Cotton 

Mill (1900-1951). There are photographs and artifacts from small companies and industries 

from much earlier such as a blacksmith shop, a coal dealership (was located at the end of 

Ferry Lane), and a shoreline salt works pumping station which dates back to the 1700’s. 

Our waterfront location supported businesses which included oyster farms, an ice house 

and included many wharves and warehouses. The railroad which began operating in 1855 

added substantially to Barrington’s industrial development. Come learn about the workers, 

many of them immigrants with rich stories to tell. The exhibition will include photographs, 

artifacts and text panels displaying these industries’ significance.

During the exhibition we will be collecting oral histories by workers and family members. 

Their stories will enrich the exhibition and will become an important part of the archives 

of the Barrington Preservation Society. 

If you or someone you knew worked at any of the companies listed above, please contact 

Carole Villucci, Museum Director.

Opening November 10th  2 – 4pm

Tiffany Pond Ice Company
ca. 1875

RI Lace machine workers, ca. 1930

We need reliable 

volunteers to help with 

various duties such as: 

filing, organizing the 

genealogy files, research, 

and helping us with oral 

histories. Volunteers may 

work as little as two hours 

per week, or as many 

hours you can spare. No 

one will be turned away!

Museum Wish List: 

Digital Camcorder to  
be used for the Oral  
History Project 

*Your donation would be 
greatly appreciated and is 
tax deductible.

O’Bannon Mill, ca. 1880

L to R: Town Hall, ca. 1888,  
wrting on wall in jail cell, jail cell
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Membership Categories 

Student 	 $10	               	 Individual	  $25	              

Family 	 $35	               	 Supporting 	  $50	              

Business    $100	              	 Sustainer	 $100	              

Patron       $250	           	 Life Member    $1000	              

Join the Barrington Preservation Society!
Name                                                                                     

Address                                                                                            

City, State, Zip                                                                      

Phone                               e-mail                                                    

New member                Renewal                                              

Dues are tax deductible and qualify members for discounts on 
museum purchases, including photo reproductions.

Please clip and send this form with a check payable to:  

The Barrington Preservation Society 

P.O. Box 178, Barrington, RI 02806

 

Rosalie Franks

Holly and Jefferson Guimond

Elizabeth Holochwost

Jason and Christine Lawrence

Ron and Jane Massa

Visit the BPS Museum’s gift shop for Barrington note cards, towels, books, and CDs.

2013 NEW MEMBERS
Lory and Charles McCoy

Annie Castelnovo McMullen

Mary Anne Norris and Mark Hilty

Jim and Jean Santanello

Yvonne Short

Dory Ann Skemp

Nancy Tobias

If you haven’t done so yet, please  
remember to renew your membership.

n


