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Shine Harmony Holdings finalizing plans to
develop 39.56 acres and Belton Court, a
National Historic Register Property, and present
them at a public hearing of the Barrington

Planning Board this fall or early next year
By Julia Califano

In 2011, Shine Harmony Holdings was the high bidder ($3,500,000) at auction for Belton Court,
a National Historic Registry Property, and the 39.56 remaining acres of the Zion Bible Institute
campus in Barrington. Shine Harmony’s initial plan to redevelop the property as a boarding school
fell through, but they are now developing a mixed-use project similar to large projects they have
built in Maryland. According to Barrington Town Planner Herbert Durfee, Shine Harmony is
finalizing those mixed-use plans and hopes to present it to the Barrington Planning Board at a

public hearing in the next year.

The proposed plan includes 345 dwelling units. 25% of which would be classified as affordable, with
4 bedrooms and 2 %2 baths marketed at $385,000. The remaining properties would be similar in size
but have only 1 bedroom and 1 bath and sold at the market rate of $385,000. The plan also includes
restoring one wing of Belton Court and the water tower, and although there may be some limited
commercial retail space included in the project, earlier plans to restore an existing gymnasium have

been abandoned.

The property is one of the last major parcels of open land in Barrington, and its development will
impact the surrounding neighborhood and Barrington schools. Rhode Island law requires every city

and town to have at least 10% of its housing stock classified as “affordable”, and Barrington currently
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falls far short of that goal. Other potential concerns include traffic and
lack of open space. The public hearing will be an opportunity for the
public to ask questions, offer support and/or express concerns about

the project.
A brief history of Belton Court (1905-1928)

In 1905, Frederick Stanhope Peck (1868-1947) purchased 150 acres
of property west of Middle Highway and began construction of
Belton Court. In 1927-28, he expanded the house north and west
to accommodate more formal reception areas, service quarters and a
library housing his growing collection of art, rare books

and manuscripts.

LEANDER R. PECK HIGH SCHOOL, BARRINGTON, R. I

At his death, Peck bequeathed Belton Court to the Providence
Homeopathic Hospital, but the building was deemed inappropriate
for hospital use, and it was sold to a developer and became The
Edgewood School, then the Providence Bible Institute and eventually
Barrington College (1950-1985). When Barrington College merged
with the larger Gordon College campus in Massachusetts in 1985,
they sold the land and buildings in Barrington to Zion Bible Institute,
an institution which offered a major in Bible studies and trained
future pastors, and after selling off more than 100 acres to support

its programs, Zion Bible Institute decided to move its campus to
Haverhill, MA in 2009 and put Belton Court and the remaining
39.56 acre campus up for sale for $13,000,000.

Liberty Capital Partners signed a purchase and sale agreement in

2011, but their redevelopment project fell through, and the property

was put up for auction. As a public entity, the Town of Barrington
would have been required to restore Belton Court and had no plan
for the mansions reuse, and Shine Harmony Holdings was the high

bidder at $3,500,000 over a group of Barrington investors.

The Peck family in Barrington, Osamequin Farm and
Belton Court

In 1636, Joseph Peck immigrated to America, settled in Hingham,
MA, and purchased a tract of land in 1641 in what is now Barrington,
RI, from Massasoit Osamequin, the great Pokanoket/Wampanoag
leader. The 500-acre property extended north along Hundred Acre
Cove from what is now Primrose Hill Road and west to Middle
Highway and became the homestead and family property the Peck
family called Osamequin Farm where they tilled the land and raised
beef cattle and hogs.

Ellis Peck (1774-1854) built the first Osamequin Farmhouse and barn
complex on Primrose Hill Road ca. 1810, but when a fire destroyed
most of that building, it was torn down. When Ellis’ son Asa Leroy
Peck (1812-1890) married Lucretia Remington in 1839, he built a
new family house, with its distinctive turret and wrap around porch, at
48 Primrose Hill Road.

In 1866, Asa Peck founded Asa Peck and Company, a company that
purchased and sold wool waste products from the textile industry.
Asa and Lucretia Peck had six children and lived most of the year in
Providence but spent summers at Osamequin Farm. Asa developed
the property as a model farm, which included greenhouses, barns,
windmills to pump water and outbuildings for the farm workers

as well as stables for his trotting horses. He was elected to both the
Barrington Town Council and School Committee as a Democrat in

an otherwise Republican town and was well known for his generosity.

Asa Peck’s son, Leander Remington Peck (1843-1909) attended high
school in Warren, did a clerkship at 17 at his uncle’s dry goods store in
Providence and then helped his father at Asa Peck and Company.

Leander married Sarah Cannon and had one son and one daughter.
They lived in Providence but spent summers in Barrington at
Osamequin Farm, and when Asa Peck died in 1890, Leander became
president of Asa Peck and Company and took over management of
Osamequin Farm. Leander was elected to both the Providence City
and Barrington Town Councils as a Democrat and was particularly

well known for his charity and good works. When he died in 1909,
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he was buried at Prince’s Hill Cemetery, and his wife Sarah donated
land and built the Leander R. Peck School in 1917, which served
grades 6-12 until 1951 and grades 6-8 until 1982. It currently is home
to the Barrington Public Library, Senior Center, and the Barrington
Preservation Society Museum and has an auditorium and several

meeting rooms for community use.

Leander Peck’s son, Frederick Stanhope Peck (1868-1947), began his
career as an office boy for Asa Peck and Company, but by 1903, he was
treasurer of the company and a principal stockholder with his father.
In 1894, he married Mary Burlingame (1873-1958), and they had one
daughter, Helen Peck Williams (1895-1989).

As well as treasurer of Asa Peck and Company, Fred Peck invested
in the Lymansville Company, a wool worsted textile manufacturer,
became president of the Lymansville Company and served as vice
president of the National Exchange Realty and Belton Corporation
as well as a director of the Industrial Trust Bank. In 1909, Fred Peck
was elected to the Barrington Town Council as a Republican, and he
served as a representative to the General Assembly from 1911-1926,
chair of the Finance Committee from 1915-1926 and Republican
Party National Committeeman from 1918-1932.

Fred Peck would inherit Osamequin Farm from his father but also
purchased 150 acres west of Middle Highway and began construction
of a new house in 1905, which he called Belton Court after an

carlier Peck family home in England. The elegant, granite house was
completed in 1906 and, with its elaborate woodwork and central

staircase, showed influences from the Arts and Crafts movement.

Fred Peck became a serious collector of manuscripts, letters, rare books
and historic documents, and by 1927-28, he had amassed a collection
of more than 8000 objects and expanded Belton Court to the north
and west around a central courtyard with a fountain. The additions
were more medieval in style than the initial structure but built with
similar granite and featured a crenellated, four-story tower at the
northeast corner that contained a water tank. The northern section

of the house contained large and formal reception rooms as well as a
library for Peck’s rare books and historic documents. The west section

of the house contained service quarters and stables.

Many of Peck’s investments were in the textile industry, and by the
1940’s, textile businesses were moving out of state and overseas, and
Peck began subdividing Osamequin Farm into house lots. In 1944,
most of Peck’s collection of books and manuscripts were sold at
auction, although some of his memorabilia was later donated to the

Barrington Preservation Society.

In 1968, the Town of Barrington used the State of Rhode Island’s
Green Acres Fund to purchase 42 acres of what remained of the
Osamequin Farm property along Hundred Acre Cove and create the

Osamequin Nature Preserve.

Spring 2025
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BARRINGTON HIGH SCHOOL DEBATES

By Luther Spoebr

Tucked away on a shelf in the Barrington Preservation Society
Archives is a 44-page, 7”7 x 10” paperbound volume with the title
“Barrington Recorder Commencement 1921 It is a potpourri, a
combination of yearbook and newspaper, the first one published by
the Leander R. Peck Memorial School after its founding in 1917.

The volume contains features still associated with high school
yearbooks today (and some that aren’t). There are summaries of
student activities, photos of the baseball team and theater group,
and some jokes and sentimental poetry. In-jokes abound. Donald
Smith and Marion Arnold were proclaimed to have “Done Most
for School,” while Anthony Rossi and Catherine Clafin were the
“Biggest Bluffers.” The “Alumni Notes” mention that Jessie G.
Tiffany is a “teacher in N.J.” At the back of the book are 14 pages of
advertisements, “compliments of ” individuals and town businesses.
At the front, the dedication to School Superintendent (and high

school principal) Charles Keyes salutes him as “teacher” and “friend.”

Considering that the entire school population—faculty and students
combined—numbered barely 50 people, the array of activities is im-
pressive. The book’s compilers are themselves impressed, taking every
opportunity to express pride in their achievements. Given that the

town contained fewer than 4,000 people, they indeed got a lot done.

Yearbooks like this one can be invaluable to the historian. Consider,
for example, the “Recorder’s” full-page report on the new debate
program, the topic it chose, and the context in which the debates

took place.

In 1921, the United States was still recovering from its participation
in the Great War and the bitter fight over the Treaty of Versailles.
During the war, patriotism turned ugly, leading to government
repression of free speech and even vigilante activities. A “Red Scare”
followed immediately, featuring deportations of “radicals” on
dubious grounds. Seattle endured a general strike; bombs exploded
on Wall Street and in Washington. Republican Warren Harding won
the White House with promises of “normalcy.” And an issue that

had been bubbling up for decades was finally dealt with legislatively.

The issue was immigration restriction. Since the last decades of

the 19th century, millions of “new immigrants”—people from

MMIGRATION RESTRICTION IN 1921

southern and eastern Europe, mostly non-English speaking and
not Protestant—had been flooding into the country. By 1914,
about one-third of Americans were immigrants or had at least one
parent who was an immigrant. After the war, the flood resumed. In
1921 Congress passed the Emergency Quota Act, which limited
the number of immigrants from any country to 3% of the number
of people from that country living in the US in 1910. (The Act’s
“final” version, passed in 1924 and in place until 1965, reduced
each country’s quota to 2% of the number in the US in 1890, and

excluded Asian immigration entirely.)

In little Barrington, still a farming town, ten miles removed from
Rhode Island’s industrial cities, the high school’s English department
decided to institute a debate program. The first, “interclass” debates
focused on Daylight Savings Time, the next on whether to require
every male citizen to have a year of military training. The capstone:
Barrington vs. Warren, on the evening of May 20, 1921, before a
large audience . The topic: “Resolved, that Immigration into the
United States should be restricted.” The yearbook’s reporters (them-
selves members of Barrington’s team) describe the extensive prepa-
rations and provide play-by-play of the speeches (but without ever
indicating what the exact arguments were, or even which side had the
“affirmative”). Finally, with satisfaction, they tell us that the judge,
“Mr. Clarence Chatto,” head of the English Department in Fall River
High School, awarded victory to Barrington, 206-194. With the
program off to an “auspicious start,” they conclude happily that “next
year we expect to go against Pawtucket and Fall River” (Did they?
We don’t know: the 1922 “Record” is not in our collection.)

We should not make too much of this fragmentary tableau. But, if
nothing else, it should keep us from engaging in what the historian
E. P. Thompson called “the enormous condescension of posterity,
giving the past a metaphorical pat on the head while noting with too
much pleasure how much more “advanced” we are. Peck Memorial
School was a tiny institution in an out-of-the-way place. But teachers
and students alike were ambitious, imaginative, and resourceful.
Perhaps most impressive, they seem to have addressed both sides

of an enormously controversial topic maturely and thoughtfully.
Perhaps they might even make us stop, think, and ask if our era is as

enlightened as we sometimes like to think it is.
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A Yearbook Prophecy
for the Barrington High School Class of 1921

P BARRINGTON RECUNLER

By Scott Bean P

CLASS OF 192 o
SRR QR S 2l

igh school class prophecies usually convey buoyant optimism for the future as well as e g

imaginative flair. But the vision in the Barrington Recorder of 1921, crafted by senior class

“Mims™,  Class President.

: o el
beautiful girl in our class, c]a&:dmosz
er. Class vamp. o

president Miriam Wells, stands out for its vivid detail and spirited storytelling.

According to the 1920 U.S. Census, Miriam lived at 34 Lincoln Avenue with her cousin’s family.

At the time, Barrington’s population was under 4,000 and Miriam was the only girl in her class of i 4
i o i TAUDSLEY, Wiliam, oy
four—earning her the unofficial title of “class vamp.” Her fellow graduates were Anthony Rossi, s R
g g y 55 Vie President,

famong Soup maker, asel e
Edward Smith, and Bill Maudsley. =
The world of 1921 offered ample reason for great hope. The First World War had ended, and i
British author H.G. Wells optimistically dubbed that war “the war that will end war.” The U.S. S
S) . Edwarg IRATH State,

stock market was on the cusp of a decade-long boom, and it’s no surprise that a small-town girl i g,

o
. . . Asistang Soup my Class Secretary,
in Barrington would dream big dreams for herself and her three fellow classmates. o o g, Y o i
3 i S poet
THE CLASS PROPHECY T
o . . ROSSI,
Miriam locates her class prophecy in New York City in 1930 where a grand parade to honor % Anthony- Sh
088i”?,
. . . . . L« dishwag) e, O T :
the Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court is about to take place and is causing “a boagton "ot Pt "o Champion
brator (it ud i b School

great commotion in the streets”. The Chief Justice is only 27 years old and is none other than

Anthony Rossi, Miriam’s former high school classmate.

Another fellow classmate, Edward Smith, is now a wealthy newspaper man, married and considering early
retirement since he has already amassed a huge fortune, resides in nearby Brooklyn and arranges to meet Rossi

for dinner at the elegant Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.

As the two dine, they spot another classmate across the room, Dr. Bill Maudsley, a top surgeon at one of the New
York City hospitals. He joins his classmates for dinner and realizing they’re now % of an impromptu Barrington
High School class reunion, Maudsley excuses himself to make a phone call, and fifteen minutes later, the fourth
and final member of their class arrives wearing a nurse’s uniform. After completing her training at Pasadena

Hospital, Miriam Wells is now a head nurse at one of New York’s largest and most prestigious hospitals.

The Reality

Few class prophecies play out exactly as imagined, and history often plays havoc with such a fantasy reunion.

The reunion dinner could not have taken place at the original Waldorf-Astoria in 1930, because the building was
demolished in 1929 to make way for the Empire State Building. Prohibition was in full swing from 1920 to 1933,
so the dinner would not have included alcohol. And despite the postwar optimism in 1921, the next decade
would include the devastating crash of the Great Depression in 1929 and the even more devastating second

World War ten years later.

The Barrington Preservation Society has no record of what ultimately became of the four members of the
Barrington High School Class of 1921, but we hope that Miriam Wells—the only girl in her class, the class
president, and a self-proclaimed “vamp”—experienced a life every bit as bold and memorable as the future she

once imagined.

Spring 2025
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ROOTS OF A SUBURB:

A GLIMPS INTO BARRINGTON'’S PAST By Maria Bruce

little over a century ago, as Barrington’s rural landscape
A and dominant agrarian economy steadily disappeared, a
bustling suburban environment quickly took hold. With
railroads and electric trollies, yacht clubs, rows of summer rentals,
neighborhood grocery stores, new schools and bridges, and large
industrial operations such as oyster farming, and brick and lace
manufacturing, Barrington soon became a mecca for both seasonal

and year-round residents alike.

Offering greater mobility to Barrington’s new residents, the Rhode
Island Suburban Railway Company was established in 1898, and
provided electric trolley service from Bristol to Providence. Routed
along portions of County Road, Federal Road, Middle Highway,
Lincoln Avenue and Washington Road, the trolley’s main electric
power station was located at the north west end of the Barrington

Bridge, now the site of Police Cove Park.

Bay Spring Yacht Club, 1912

BAY SPRING YACHT CLUB, BAY SPRING, R. 1.

Join the Barrington Preservation Society on Wednesday June 11,
2025 at 6pm in the Salem Family Auditorium for its Spring Plaque
Program: Roots of a Suburb. Our guest speaker will be Eleanor
Dobson. Eleanor holds a Master’s degree in Museum Studies from
John Hopkins University, and will explore this foundational period
through photos, maps and our three early twentieth century plaque

recipient properties.

museulill N€ws

RECENT ACQUISITIONS

o Datricia Lardner, daughter of Eleanor Mayhew, who was an actress in several

performances of the Barrington Players, gifted an album of photographs and

BPS is planning to put together a new exhibit

Providence Journal articles focused on Barrington Players in the 1960s and 1970s.

Kay Chapin donated United States Coast Guard Korean War uniforms, assorted
medals and paperwork of her late husband, Charles Fisher Chapin. She also
gifted a WW I naval uniform, which belonged to Robert C. Chapin, father of
Charles F. Chapin.

e Donna Moniz contributed a photo array of the 1943 class of the Leander R. Peck
High School. This photo originally belonged to her mother, Gloria Mancino
Moniz, who was a member of the class of 1943. Along with this contribution was
a book celebrating the golden jubilee of Holy Angels Church (1913-1963) and

dedication of the new church on Maple Avenue.

e From the Barrington Public Library, two student periodicals: “Barrington
Recorder Christmas 19217 and “Barrington Recorder Commencement 1921.”
These volumes contain a variety of student authored essays, poems, and class

yearbook notes.

featuring Costume Jewelry manufactured in
Rhode Island by companies including Coro,
Monet,Trifari and Ballou. We have several pieces
in our collection but are hoping that BPS
members and friends will search for others and
either lend or donate them to the exhibition.

And while you're searching through those
drawers and closets for costume jewelry, BPS
would also like to have a few more items of
clothing made with Rhode Island Lace Company
lace. We have numerous lace samples, lace
design books, bobbins and small tools but
would appreciate finished clothing items made
with RI Lace.



ook Clubs

have become
immensely popular in the
last 10 years, especially
among women. But did
you know that the women
of Barrington were meeting

together regularly to discuss
books back in 18702

On our Museum rare book

shelf is a hand-sewn brown

paper book cover containing an issue of Peterson’s Ladies National
Magazine for January 1870, published at 306 Chestnut Street,
Philadelphia by Charles J. Peterson. The book contains 90 pages,
with copious illustrations of women’s fashions in dress, bonnets and
coiffure, collar and cuff embroidery patterns, a musical score for The
Bower Schottische by Sep Winner, and 60 pages of text, including
six short stories and five poems, all written by women. Two stories,
one entitled “The Secret at Bartram’s Holme” and another “The
Prisoner of the Bastille,” and a poem entitled “The Language of a
Tear,” suggest the emotional range of the subject matter. Some of
the stories are serialized, following the pattern begun by Charles
Dickens, who realized that creating a delay in allowing the reader

to move on to the next chapter would be tantalizing and would

increase his audience.
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Attached to the inside cover is a hand written sign- out sheet for
members who wished to take the book home to read. It includes

these directions:

“Members will note the day of receiving a book and the day of
returning it to the next on the list. A fine of two cents is required
Jor each day holding a book beyond the time allowed. Members
are respectfully requested not to mark the book with pen or pencil

nor turn down the leaves.”

“Check attendance.”

Meeting dates are listed for February through May of 1870. Names
of members in attendance are signed next to the dates. Many of the
names are familiar to us today, since the families still reside in town,
and some names have been immortalized as street names. Among
the members were the Mrs. Gladding, Davis, Maxfield, Brown,

Shaw, Bassett, Fisher, Walcott, and Mathewson.

It is interesting to read that the magazine was actively trying to
encourage book club formations at this time. An advertisement on the
back page states: “Get up your Clubs for 1870! Unequalled induce-
ments! To every person getting up a Club for Peterson’s Magazine we
will send, gratis, a copy of our new premium Mezzotint (16”°x24”) for
framing, called “Our Father Who Art in Heaven.” The Barrington
Book Club was succeeded by numerous other local women’s organ-
izations throughout the years, attesting to a vibrant social and

intellectual life for 19th and 20th century Barrington women.

Spring 2025
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