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Q. What is it?
A. “It ain’t nothing.”









In 1653, two men and two seemingly unrelated events, an ocean apart, would 
later play defining roles in the creation of the frontier settlement at Nockum Hill.

Oliver Cromwell
was named Lord Protector of England, 

Scotland & Ireland

Thomas Willett
“purchases” the Sowams territory from

Ousamequin & Wamsutta 



1653 Willett, Prence and Plymouth Colony Proprietors 
“Purchase” Sowams from Osamequin & Wamsutta for £35.00







Swansey
Wales, UK

Ilston Village

Myles’s “Ilson Book”
John Hay Library,
Brown University

John Myles, 1621 – 1663
Key Events

• 1649: Following the Beheading of 
King Charles I, Myles establishes the 
First Baptist Church in Ilston, a small 
Village in Swansea, Wales, UK

• 1653: Oliver Cromwell becomes Lord 
Protector of England, Wales, Ireland 
& Scotland. Myles is appointed to 
Cromwell’s “Council of Tryers.”

• 1658: Cromwell Dies

• 1660: Charles II returns as King and 
establishes the “Act of Uniformity.”  
Cromwell’s body is exhumed, hanged, 
beheaded, and head is mounted on a 
pike at Westminster.

• 1663: Having gotten the message, 
Myles and a few fellow Baptists flee to 
Plymouth Colony



Among the Scottish Royalist forces taken prisoner and sentenced to serve out 
his indenture at the Braintree furnace was William Cahoon, the 17-year-old 
Grandson of the 13th Laird of Dunbarton.  Cahoon’s indenture lasted ~8 years. 

Following the beheading of Charles I, Scottish Royalists continued to battle 
Cromwell’s New Model Army. But by 1650, Cromwell crushed the Scottish army at 

the Battle of Dunbar, killing 4,000 and taking another 10,000 prisoners.



Mr Myles and Mr Browne for theire breach of order in setting vp of a publicke
meeting without the knowledge and approbation of the court, to the disturbance 
of the peace of the place, are fined, each of them, the sume of five pounds, and Mr

Tanner the sume of twenty shillings.

And wee judge, that theire continuance att Rehoboth, being very prejudiciall to 
the peace of that church and that towne may not be allowed and… they shall 
remove theire meeting vnto some other place…



Whereas libertie hath bine formerly graunted by the Court for the jurisdiction of N.  
Plymouth vnto Captaine Thomas Willett… Capt Willett and Mr Myles, and others 
naighbors, have requested of the Court that they may become a township… the 
Court have granted vnto them all such lands…

The Court have graunted liberty vnto Captaine Willett to purchase what lands hee
can in behalfe of the Court within the township of Swansey soe as hee doe not 
much straiten the Indians.



March 1667

Willett’s Proposal to the Town Council

Willett’s Proposal Ratified By the Church



22 
February 
1668/69

55 Inhabitants Agree to the Proposed Rules 



Nockum Hill 1643 

Nockum Hill 1667

Nockum Hill 1653 

Nockum Hill 1717
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Nockum Hill 1770

Nockum Hill Today



“At a Town meeting 
Lawfully warned ye 19th

day of May 1670.
…Benjamin Alby (is 
chosen) way warden for 
the ensuing year.”

“At a Town meeting 
Lawfully warned ye 18th

day of November 1670.  
It is agreed upon That a 
pound be made three 
Rod square near the 
meeting house & 
Benjamin Alby is to do it 
for forty shilling… before 
ye first day of may 
next…”

Benjamin Alby 
Warden

at Nockum Hill



“At a Town meeting lawfully warned December ye 22nd 1670. It is agreed upon by ye 
Town yt a plot of ground lying and being by ye hundred acres bounded on ye 
southwest on ye meadow on ye north by Run of water…on ye South East by a pine 
swamp with a little neck of land to ye East shall be a burying place.”

Burial Hill
aka Nockum Hill Cemetery



Amongst Hannah Howland & Jonathan Bos(z)worth’s 9 children,
Brothers John & Jabez were born at Nockum Hill and

buried in the Nockum Hill Cemetery 

Other Original Members of the Town Buried at Nockum Hill Cemetery
Include Renew Weeks & Joseph Capenter



December 24, 1673, it was 
voted that “in Consideration of a Lot 
and other Accommodations Granted 
and Given by and from the 
Town…William Cahoon Shall 
Supply all the Inhabitants of the 
Town with Bricks at a Price not 
Exceding Twenty Shillings…”

Discarded Bricks From
The Brickworks at Nearby 

Johanis Farm 

William Cahoon, 
Brickmaker at Nockum Hill



…when the English first came, their king’s father (Osemequin) was a great man, and 
the English as a little Child, he constrained other Indians from wronging them, and 
gave them corn and showed them how to plant 
 
…and let them have 100 times more land than the king (Philip/Metacom) had for his 
own people 
 
…but their king's brother (Alexander/Wamsutta), when he was king, came miserably to 
die by being forced to Court as they judged poisoned 
 
…when their kings sold land, the English would say that it was more than agreed to, 
and a writing must be proof 
 
…and some (Indians) being given to drunkenness, the English made them drunk, then 
cheated them in bargains 
 
…another grievance, the English cattle and horses still increased, so that when they 
removed 30 miles from where the English had anything to do, they could not keep their 
corn from being spoiled 
 
…they thought that when the English bought the land from them, they would have kept 
their cattle upon their own land. 



Nockum Hill
Meetinghouse Site

John Myles
Garrison

Cahoon
Brickworks

Nockum Hill
Burial Site

William & John
Salisbury

Thomas 
Willett

Known Homes Near 
Meetinghouse Site

• Benjamin Alby
• Thomas Barnes
• William Bartrum
• Jonathan Bosworth
• John Butterworth
• William Cahoon
• Nicholas Tanner



June 24th, 1675

“as soon as ever the people 
of Swanzy were come from 
the place where they had 
been praying together, the 
Indians discharged a volley 
of shot whereby they killed 
one man & wounded 
others.”

“…there were nine English 
men murthered that day.” 

“Thus did the War Begin…”





Monument to Myles’ Garrison 
Site, Barneyville, MA

Erected 1912



Mashpee Wampanoag Tribal Members and Project Partners
Assist with Artifact Recovery 



Evidence of a Palisade Wall and Defensive Trench
Suggest a Fortified Structure

Probable Meetinghouse Location



Found near the Meetinghouse site was evidence of a
palisade wall, and 3 small steel “swivel gun” cannon balls



Fortified Meetinghouse

Example (only) based on the 2021 study of 17th century meetinghouse 
in Dover, NH, by Meghan C.L. Howey &  Christine M. DeLucia

“The summit appears to be the meetinghouse location, which was evidently 
fortified and armed.”

“A long, deep trench on one side of the hill and a possible palisade wall on the 
opposite side were identified…”

Also identified were “…24 lead musket balls/ shot on the lot, plus three iron 
cannonballs near the rise that is Nockum Hill…” along with “Hand-wrought nails, 
buttons and a brass key on the summit…”





Metal Spear Head

Metal “Flaming” Arrow Head

Arrow Head



Ground Penetrating 
Radar (GPR) survey 

of the
Meetinghouse Site

By UMass Boston 
Graduate Students



Ground Penetrating Radar 
(GPR) Shows Clear 

Footprint of House Site

Image Guided Excavation



Each Square Meter is Carefully Mapped, divided into 
Quarters, and excavated by the Shovel-Full,

a Few Centimeters Deep at a Time 



Every Shovel-full is Loaded into a 5-Gallon Bucket and 
Sifted for Artifacts. 



Fully Intact Clay Pipe

Clay Pipe Pieces With 
Maker’s Markings



Fully Intact Seal-Top Spoon

Seal-Top Spoon 
Fragment

Carved Bone (knife?) Handle

Long Metal Knife Blade



Collecting Arial 
Drone Images



Drone Image Showing Excavated House Site  with Burned 
Timbers Exposed and Center Fireplace Base Clearly Visible

George StreetSimilar Construction 
Example Only



Artifact Screening and Conservation
continues off-site in the laboratory



Conical Arrowhead
Recovered From the Charred Remains of the House Site

Wooden Shaft
Extracted from the Arrowhead 

During Conservation



Conserved Artifacts
From House & Midden Site

German Glazed 
Stoneware

Bone Comb 
Fragment

Pipe Stem with 
Bite Marks

Carved Bone Handle
Two Pieces Found Separately Piece of Decorated

Tobacco Pipe



More Conserved Artifacts
From House & Midden Site

Clothing Hook

Trade Beads

Stamp Spoon

Tiny Bead
Iron Belt Buckle



Public Archaeology Survey Team (PAST)
Field Crew
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1. Site History w/ Colonial &  
Indigenous Perspectives

2. Village Pound
3. Meetinghouse
4. Cemetery
5. House & Midden

Proposed
Informational Signs

Proposed
Nature Trail



https://barringtonpreservation.org/nockum-hill/

For More Information or to Volunteer, go to barringtonpreservation.org, click 
on Barrington History Topics, select Nockum Hill in the dropdown menu

Contact me directly at svenuti52@gmail.com


